
LEED Credits:
Materials and Resources
Credits

4.1

4.2

5.1 Regionally extracted and manufactured materials.  10% of the value calculated by cost.
5.2 Regionally extracted and manufactured materials.  20% of the value calculated by cost.
6 Rapidly renewable materials. 2.5% of the entire building from materials with a life cycle of 10 years or less.
7 Certified Wood.  50% of the value of wood calculated by volume for the entire building from FSC Chain

  of Custody Sources.

Indoor Environmental Quality
Credits

4.1 Low Emitting Materials.  Adhesives and Sealants must meet the VOC limits of SCAQMD rule #1168.
   Wood 30g/l   contact adhesive 80 g/l, multipurpose adhesives 70 g/l

4.2 Low Emitting Materials.  Paints and coatings must meet the VOC limits of Green Seal Standard GS-11
    Clear Finishes must not exceed the limits of SCAQMD Rule 1113. 

4.4 Low Emitting Materials.  Composite wood must contain no added urea formaldehyde except that materials
    considered fit-out, furniture and equipment(FF&E) are not considered base building elements and are excluded.

Recycled Content.  Recycled Content: 10% of the value of the materials on the entire project.
     Post consumer plus 1/2 pre-consumer.
Recycled Content.  Recycled Content: 20% of the value of the materials on the entire project.
     Post consumer plus 1/2 pre-consumer.

M&R 7.0 Certified Wood 

Specification Decision Process for 
LEED Products following LEED NC 

Version 2.2

M&R 6.0 Rapidly Renewable Materials M&R 4.1 or 4.2 Recycled 
Content

Any species can normally be specified as 
long as it is not on the Cites List 

Be careful of certain cuts that may challenge 
the availability of the hardwood content.  

Quartered and rift hardwoods in large 
quantities can be in limited supply.

Steps:  
1.  Specification must require the final 
manufacturer to be FSC certified and 
provide a Chain of Custody Letter. The 
simple purchase of the wood does not 
meet the requirement.
2.  Specification must change all materials 
to certified.  Materials like hardboard, etc 
are not always available.  Drawer box 
material (Baltic birch) has not been 
available.  

Analyze IEQ Requirements

IEQ 4.1:  Make sure that adhesives and 
sealants do not exceed the limits listed 
below.

IEQ 4.2: This applies to on-site finishing only. 
Field touch-up will be effected.  

IEQ 4.4:  Version 2.2 excludes FF&E from the 
standard. Confirm that the wood furniture is 
classed as such.  If not, change the following 
in the specification:

Change material to calibrated veneer core, 
urea formaldehyde free or FSC/NAF mdf- we 
tested, poor quality, there are issues.

Change drawer box materials to 1/2" veneer 
core and bottoms to 1/4" veneer core, urea 
formaldehyde free or use NAF hardboard, 
non FSC but assure 70%
Cabinet back material must be urea 
formaldehyde free veneer core or NAF non 
FSC hardboard (assure 70%)  Finish both 
sides for balance.

Solid Bamboo fabricated plywood is the 
primary current choice.  Coconut Palm is 

also available in limited quantity. 

Basic cost is 3-5 times standard casework 
cost

Every single material component in the 
specification must be changed.  You 

should work with factory engineering  to 
cover the specifics.

Analyze IEQ Requirements

Recycled Content either 10% or 20% for 
the entire building.

All materials will need to be changed to 
particleboard or MDF core specified with 
pre-consumer recycled percentages you 

expect .  

Specify by the percentage recycled 
content you require.  Up to 100% post 

consumer is available.

Get help in writing specifications for 
veneer applications.  Issues are not the 

same as in laminate casework.

Analyze IEQ Requirements

Specification must be clear that NAF 
includes all portions of construction. 
Make sure to change internal material 
parts accordingly.

ONE OF THE THREE CHOICES MUST BE MADE.  THE MOST COMMON MISTAKE IS TRYING 
TO MIX VARIOUS COMBINATIONS OF THE THREE. TYPICALLY, ONLY ONE IS CHOSEN.

IEQ 4.1:  Make sure that adhesives and 
sealants do not exceed the limits listed 
below.

IEQ 4.2: This applies to on-site finishing only. 
Field touch-up will be effected.  

IEQ 4.4:  Version 2.2 excludes FF&E from the 
standard. Confirm that the wood furniture is 
classed as such.  If not, change the following 
in the specification:

Analyze the material components in the 
specification (drawer box material, etc) for all 
materials other than the bamboo or coconut 
palm.  Change these materials to urea 
formaldehyde free plywood or solid 
hardwood.

The bamboo and coconut palm are produced 
urea formaldehyde free as a standard by 
some manufacturers.  No changes are 
required for the uses of these products 
within the specification.

50% of the Value of All Wood 
Products on the Job

2.5% of the Entire Building Materials

IEQ 4.1:  Make sure that adhesives and 
sealants do not exceed the limits listed 
below.

IEQ 4.2: This applies to on-site finishing only. 
Field touch-up will be effected.  

IEQ 4.4:  Version 2.2 excludes FF&E  from the 
standard. Confirm that the wood furniture is 
classed as such.  If not, change the following 
in the specification:

M&R Credits 5.1 and 5.2 will normally never apply to Wood Science Furniture  

FSC Certification can be achieved and Pre-Consumer 
Recycled Content can be contributed with the use of 

complete particleboard platforms.  Not available NAF.


