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SUMMARY 
Graduate student in human medical genetics with a background in autoimmune disease and a passion for 
translational research that will have a direct impact on human disease.  Strong leadership, advocacy, and 
organizational skills with the ability to work independently and integrate within a team. 
 
EDUCATION 
Ph.D., Human Medical Genetics       Expected May 2010  
University of Colorado Denver (UCD), Aurora, CO 
 
B.S., Biology         May 2002 
Tufts University, Medford, MA 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
Graduate Research Assistant (Ph.D)      August 2003-Present  
Advisor: Dr. Richard A. Spritz; University of Colorado Denver, Dept. of Pediatrics, Aurora, CO 
Dissertation: Functional Studies of NALP1 in Vitiligo-Associated Autoimmunity 
 
Postbaccalaureate Intramural Research Trainee    July 2002-July 2003 
Advisor: Dr. Heiner Westphal National Institutes of Health, NICHD, Section on Mammalian Molecular 
Genetics, Bethesda, MD 

• Studied molecular genetics of embryonic mouse development 
 
Research Experience for Undergraduates Student    Summer 2001 
Advisor: Dr. Matthew Buechner Kansas University, Department of Molecular Biosciences, Lawrence, KS 

• Used C. elegans as a model system for Polycystic Kidney Disease 
 
LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES 
UCD Graduate School Honor Code Committee    2009 

• Student representative designated to overhear University honor code violations 
Liaison, Alternative Career Options Student Academic Community   2007-2008 

• Planned and organized 4+ events with career professionals for university students of all disciplines  
President, UCD Graduate Student Council     2004-2006 (member 03-08) 

• Met with Dean to initiate student stipend increase of nearly 5% 
• Helped increase parking benefits for students 
• Organized 10+ philanthropic and student social events per year 

UCD Student Senator        2004-2007   
• Oversaw and voted on many campus-wide issues 
• Helped organize and execute at least 2 campus-wide philanthropic and social student events each 

semester 
 
CLINICALLY-RELATED COURSEWORK 
BIOMarc Product Translation Course, Fitzsimons Bioscience Park, Aurora, CO Dec. 2009 
Clinical Trials Training, University of Colorado Denver, Aurora, CO  June 2009 
Primer in Clinical Proteomics, University of Colorado Denver, Aurora, CO May 2008 
 
HONORS/AWARDS 
HIRS Travel Award        2009 
AAAS/Science Program for Excellence in Science    2009 
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NIH Postbaccalaureate Intermural Research Training Award   2002 
National Science Foundation REU Award     2001 
 
 
TEACHING AND PRESENTATION EXPERIENCE 
President’s DNA Initiative Liaison      May 2005-Dec2005 
National Forensic Science Technology Center, Largo, FL 

• Designed and wrote a technology-based program on population genetics and statistics for the DNA 
Analyst Training program 

 
Undergraduate Teaching Assistant      Sept. 1999-May 2002 
Tufts University, Medford, MA.  

• Responsible for assisting undergraduates with proper laboratory techniques and safety 
 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES AND CLUBS 
American Society of Human Genetics      2008-2010 
American Association for the Advancement of Science    2008-2010
Colorado BioScience Association      2009-2010 
Alternatives in Science, UCD club      2006-2010 
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